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de!cit, avoid sequestration and 
protect federal investments that 
are critical to the middle class in 
this country,” Harkin said during 
a conference call with reporters 
Thursday. 

Sequestration is the term law-
makers use for the across-the-
board cuts that would be enacted 
because the committee that 
sought to !nd ways to reduce the 
de!cit in a more nuanced way 
could not reach an agreement. 
That lack of an agreement trig-
gers these automatic cuts called 
sequestration. 

Harkin said he also is con-
cerned about the across-the-
board cuts in defense, but 
focused on the domestic spend-
ing cuts because others had 
raised concerns about the mili-
tary. 

“I don’t think sequestration 
is a good answer for anything, 
military or non-defense, either 

one,” Harkin said. “The rea-
son we were focusing on the 
non-defense … is because the 
defense establishment and the 
contractors out there have been 
out there whipping up this storm 
about all the people that are 
going to be laid off in the defense 
industry if we have sequestra-
tion in the military.”

Count Grassley among those 
who have heard and echoed the 
concerns of the defense industry 
and its contractors. He said he 
doesn’t believe a single Repub-
lican is saying money can’t be 
saved in the military, but there 
already have been between $400 
billion and $500 billion in savings 
and the $50 billion per year for 
sequestration is too much. 

“This is where the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff is telling Congress that 
we’re going to have a hollow mili-
tary, and you won’t even have a 
Marine Corps that can carry out 
its responsibilities,” Grassley 
said during a conference call 
Wednesday. “We better be pur-
suing at least what the House is 
about to do or has done, and get 
something on the table.”

Illinois U.S. Rep. Bobby Schil-
ling, R-17th District, voted in 
favor of the House measure 
that would reduce the impact 
on defense spending. Loebsack 
voted against that proposal. 

Schilling also led an effort 
to pass a bipartisan bill in the 
House called the Sequestration 
Transparency Act that would 
“ensure those involved in our 
national security, men and 
women in uniform, and com-
munity leaders throughout the 
country are fully informed of the 
risks of sequestration.”

Grassley said it should be 
important for the president to 
act, as defense contractors will 
have to send notice of a major 
layoff 60 to 90 days before it 
occurs, and 60 days before Jan. 
1, 2013, would be just days before 
the presidential election. 

“Why would the president 
want hundreds of thousands of 
notices going out to the defense 
contractors and their suppliers 
just before election, because he 
didn’t make a decision on adjust-
ing sequestration, so it didn’t fall 
so heavily on defense?” Grassley 

said. “It seems to me it’s going to 
negatively effect the campaign 
for the president of the United 
States, who happens to be com-
mander-in-chief.”

Tilting the cuts on domes-
tic spending are just the sort of 
thing that caused Harkin to raise 
concerns about the domestic 
programs. But all the lawmakers 
agree there’s a need to reduce 
the de!cit and a possibility for 
targeted cuts, on domestic and 
defense sides. 

“I’ve repeatedly called on 
Congress to work every day 
until this and the many other 
pressing issues facing Iowans 
are addressed,” Loebsack said. 
“I will continue to push Wash-
ington to do the right thing and 
to get to work on a bipartisan 
agreement to reduce the de!cit, 
boost our economy, create jobs 
and stop these arbitrary cuts.”

Loebsack, Harkin and Grass-
ley all voted against the debt deal 
that included the sequestration 
cuts if the de!cit committee did 
not reach an agreement. Schil-
ling supported the proposal.
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In addition to Perlstein and 
Carter, supervisor Bob Beck, 
conservation board chairman 
Dave Riley and trail planner Jus-
tin Bushong with the Southeast 
Iowa Regional Planning Com-
mission attended the state meet-
ing.

The state board approved 
pedestrian use of the trail 
through Starr’s Cave in 2009, but 
argued bicycle use would be too 
disruptive.

Burlington resident Keith 
Schulz, an avid cyclist and mem-
ber of the Flint River Advisory 
Board, pushed to appeal to the 
state one more time, Perlstein 
said.

“Keith really deserves the 
credit,” she said. “He did not 
want us to give up.”

The process took !ve years to 
complete, with pieces of the trail 
now !nished or near completion.

The city-funded 1.5-mile sec-
tion of the trail, with a trail head 
on Tama Road, opened earlier in 
May. 

Bushong said the 8-mile por-
tion from Big Hollow Recreation 
Area to U.S. 61 should be com-
pleted and ready to open by the 
end of this year. That portion 
includes six miles of off-road 
trail with a limestone chip sur-

face and two miles on a concrete 
road.

He said they hope one day to 
obtain funding to move the on-
road portion of the trail to off-
road.

Perlstein said there is no time-
line established to complete the 
trail through the western end of 
Starr’s Cave Park. Grant fund-
ing will be sought to put down a 
limestone chip surface, she said. 
The existing concrete trail that 
ends at the cave entrance will 
become part of the trail, she said.

When completed in 2014, the 
trail will connect the Burlington 
riverfront, Starr’s Cave Park and 
Preserve, Thye Woods Recre-
ation Area and the Big Hollow 
Recreation Area.

Planning for the project began 
in 2004. Funding began with a 
$521,000 Vision Iowa grant that 
year. 

So far, $3.3 million has been 
raised toward the project, 
with $151,000 from the city and 
$379,000 from the county. A 
State Resource Enhancement 
and Protection grant of $150,000 
and a $550,000 Iowa Transporta-
tion Commission grant also have 
been received for the project.
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between shifts.
“The rule is, there has to be 

continual jumping, so you have 
to get someone in, and get some-
one out,” Fraise said.

The high school students 
passed the time watching TV, 
playing cards and taking cat-
naps, but catching a few z’s can 
be tough when you only have a 
couple of hours to sleep. Knutson 
was hesitant at !rst.

“I knew I wanted to help, but it 
took me about a week to decide 
that I actually wanted to do 
it,” she said. “I wasn’t so sure I 
wanted to stay up for 27 hours.”

But Knutson couldn’t resist 
the prospect of a little fame.

“I wanted to see my name in 
the world record book,” she said. 
“I was going really good until 
midnight, and then I was start-
ing to drag. When I had to jump 
at 2:25 (a.m.), that was the worst. 
I was so tired.”

The record won’t be of!cially 
broken until Guinness World 
Records con!rms it in about six 
to eight weeks, and that requires 
a lot of paperwork.

“Guinness has a very thick 
set of rules. First of all, you 
have to have the record attempt 
approved,” Fraise said. “You 
have to have two witnesses for 
the entire 27-hour duration, and 
we’re also videotaping the entire 
event and taking still photo-
graphs. We have to send them a 
whole packet of information.”

Sponsored by the Louisa 
Development Group, the world 
record attempt also provided 
good press for Wapello Fabri-
cations, which has produced 
bounce houses since 1974. Peo-
ple also could sponsor part of the 
jump for $10, and their donations 
went toward the Louisa Devel-
opment Group and the Louisa 
County Fair for their new youth 

building. 
A ground-breaking ceremony 

for the new building, which will 
provide space for 4-H activities 
and meals, was held shortly after 
the record attempt.

“The heat was one of our  
No. 1 concerns. We were incredi-
bly lucky the weather broke. Had 
it been 105 degrees, we wouldn’t 
have asked these kids to go 27 

hours,” Fraise said.
One of the planned jumpers, 

Stephen Kruse, had to cancel 
earlier in the week after suffering 
a football concussion, but he was 
quickly replaced by Collin Bieri. 
Considering his twin brother 
Brandon was already jumping, it 
seemed like a natural !t.

“It’s been a long 27 hours,” Col-
lin said.

Record
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examines the disease.
“We are just one of the fami-

lies featured,” Stefenie said. “It’s 
our family, along with several 
others.”

A few years ago, Stefenie 
spoke about cogential heart 
defects at a charity golf event 
in Illinois and caught the ear of 
someone from the Children’s 
Heart Foundation.

“(William Foley, executive 
director of the Children’s Heart 
Foundation) was there and 
heard our story, and he wanted 
to put it in their newsletter.”

Betsy Peterson, the founder of 
the Children’s Heart Foundation, 
read about Logan’s story in the 
newsletter during the time the 
documentary was being !lmed. 

“She actually called us while 
Logan was in the hospital for 
his third heart surgery,” Stefe-
nie said. “They wanted to come 
down and see us, and that is how 
this all got started.”

The !lming of the documen-
tary took place about 2 1/2 years 

ago in the Jacks’ home. 
Stefenie said IPTV spent a 

whole day !lming Logan and his 
family. 

IPTV !lmed the family again 
soon after, this time at Big Hol-
low.

That shoot took an additional 
couple hours, Stefenie said. 

During one of Logan’s heart 
surgeries, doctors replaced his 
pulmonary artery with a con-
tegra conduit and was later 
replaced again with a donor 
artery two years later in another 
heart surgery. Since the donor 
artery will not grow with Logan, 
it will continually need to be 
replaced over time, which will 
require more heart surgeries. 

“The doctors really don’t know 
how he got the disease,” Stefenie 
said. “It’s one of the things they 
are researching.”

Stefenie said the disease does 
not run in either her or her hus-
band Ryan’s family. 

“I have a cousin that had some 
heart valve issues, but they said 
it is in no way related to what he 
has,” Stefenie said. 

Logan also has a brother, 
Wyatt, who is 9-years-old. Stefe-
nie said Wyatt is healthy.

“We asked the doctors if we 
should have tests done on him,” 
Stefenie said. “They said he 
would have shown symptoms by 
now. He is !ne.”

There are some limitations 
in Logan’s life, including the 
extreme heat.

“We do a lot of indoor stuff 
like watching movies. We also go 
to the library and go to the pool 
when it’s cooler,” Stefenie said. 
“If he feels tired after an activity, 
he has to stop.” 

Logan will be a kindergarten 
student in the Mediapolis School 
District beginning in the fall.

He said he is looking forward 

to going to school.
“I like reading books and col-

oring,” Logan said, surrounded 
by a stack of SpongeBob 
SquarePants and Charlie Brown 
books. 

Stefenie said Logan still will 
need more surgeries as he gets 
older.

“We are looking at two or 
three more surgeries, depend-
ing how he does with them and 
how he grows,” Stefenie said. 
“Congentional heart defect is a 
lifelong disease, so he will have 
lifelong monitoring and care. It’s 
not something that will go away.”

Jacks
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Clockwise from bottom left, Christine Milder, 17, of Columbus Junction; Mitchell Roush, 17, of Co-
lumbus Junction; Genna Knutson, 17, of Wapello; Jessica Breon, 18, of Wapello; Logan Osborn, 16, 
of Grandview; Brandon and Collin Bieri, 16, both of Letts; and Trey Kauffman, 18, of Wapello all 
rest after completing a world-record attempt to break the world team bounce house castle record 
Friday at the Louisa County Fairgrounds in Columbus Junction. The team, made up of eight Louisa 
County high school students, took turns jumping in shifts over the course of 27 hours, for the last 
!ve minutes the whole group !nished the record-breaking attempt.

BEIRUT — An impending 
battle for the northern city of 
Aleppo could prove to be a deci-
sive moment for both sides in the 
Syrian con"ict, threatening Presi-
dent Bashar Assad with a loss he 
may not survive and rebels with a 
rout that highlights their disorga-
nization and lack of !repower.

Government troops and rebel 
forces were massing Friday 
around Syria’s commercial capi-
tal and richest city. Until a rebel 
offensive swept in from the out-
skirts this week, the city had been 
relatively calm and !rmly under 
government control.

Syrian state television played 
martial music and showed stock 

footage of fervent conscripts sign-
ing up for military service. Assad 
was shown in camou"age, peer-
ing into binoculars alongside mil-
itary commanders. Although the 
footage probably was shot long 
ago, playing it now emphasized 
the importance of the moment. 
In a front-page headline, the pro-
government Al Watan newspaper 
spoke of a “Mother of All Battles,” 
for the city of 2 million people.

The United Nations human 
rights chief voiced “deep alarm” 
over the build-up of forces in 
Aleppo, saying it “bodes ill for the 
people of that city.”

U.S. of!cials warned of a pos-
sible massacre — reminiscent 
of fears during last year’s Libyan 
uprising for the rebel-city of 
Benghazi. Western-led air strikes 
destroyed Moammar Gadha!’s 
mechanized columns, saving the 
city from being overrun.

But mindful of the complexity 
of the Syrian con"ict, Western 

of!cials have said consistently 
they do not intend to intervene in 
Syria. 

That leaves government forces, 
heavily armed but stretched thin 
across the country, to battle 
poorly armed rebels who never-
theless appear to have seized the 
momentum.

Few doubt the government 
will do everything it can to retain 
control of Aleppo, the country’s 
economic hub, which also is the 
gateway to northern Syria.

“Assad can not afford to lose 
control of Aleppo,” said Fawaz 
A. Gerges, director of the Middle 
East Centre at the London School 
of Economics. “It is as important 
as Damascus, if not more so, to 
Assad’s survival.”

A rebel-held Aleppo could 
morph into a kind of Syrian Beng-
hazi, opening the way for the 
rebels to control northern Syria 
and create an opposition safe 
haven just 200 miles from Damas-

cus, the capital. The region also 
is close to rebel supply lines in 
neighboring Turkey.

“Aleppo is so strategically 
located, next to Turkey, that it 
could serve as a beachhead to 
attack Assad’s forces elsewhere,” 
Gerges said via email. “In a word, 
the loss of Aleppo would effec-
tively mean the beginning of the 
end of Assad’s rule.”

The fall of Aleppo also would 
be a devastating symbolic blow 
for a government that already has 
seen broad swaths of territory fall 
into rebel hands and has lost con-
trol of several border crossings.

On Friday, the people of Aleppo 
lived with profound apprehension 
as rumors swirled of an impend-
ing assault.

Uncon!rmed opposition 
reports said there were as many 
as 80 tanks perched on the city’s 
periphery, ready to strike. 

Many residents "ed the city 
and others moved to districts 

judged safer, staying in mosques, 
schools or parks, said one opposi-
tion activist. Still, the opposition 
reported people ventured out for 
traditional Friday protests calling 
for Assad’s ouster.

“There is great fear for what 
the regime is preparing for 
Aleppo,” said an opposition activ-
ist who, like others contacted, did 
not want to be identi!ed for secu-
rity reasons.

The opposition reported 
another day of attacks by helicop-
ter gunships and intense shelling, 
especially in the rebel-held south-
ern district of Firdous. Video 
uploaded onto YouTube and 
said to be from the Firdous area 
depicts a cameraman in sandals 
striding through blood-stained 
streets and residents carrying 
bloodied and mangled bodies 
from the scene.

The city and its sprawling envi-
rons boast a mixed population, 
including signi!cant numbers of 

Christians and Kurds. Like other 
Syrian minorities, they have been 
wary of the rebel movement and 
its Islamist overtones.

To date, the !ghting in Aleppo 
has raged mostly in opposition-
friendly districts where most 
residents are Arabs and Sunni 
Muslims, who make up the core 
of anti-Assad forces.

The Syrian military has been 
battered by defections and 
stretched thin as the rebellion has 
spread far and wide. Still, it enjoys 
a signi!cant advantage in arms, 
including armored vehicles, 
tanks and aircraft, and remains 
a professional and well-trained 
force.

The !ght for Aleppo poses a 
steep challenge for the Free Syr-
ian Army and other rebel groups, 
who appeared to have seized the 
initiative since a bomb attack 
last week in Damascus killed 
key members of Assad’s security 
team.

‘Mother of all battles’ to be fought in key city of Aleppo
This could be a decisive 
moment for both sides 
in !ght for Syria.
By PATRICK J. MCDONNELL
Los Angeles Times
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