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The last piece of the puzzle !nally 
fell into place Tuesday to complete 
the 20-mile-long Flint River Trail in 
Des Moines County, the longest hik-
ing and biking trail in eastern Iowa.

County of!cials and a trail plan-
ner traveled to Des Moines for one 
last pitch before the Iowa State 
Preserves Advisory Board to allow 
bicycles on the more than two-mile 

portion of the trail that goes through 
Starr’s Cave Park and Preserve.

Des Moines County Conservation 
Director Kim Perlstein said bicycle 
access through the park is what the 
public wants, and the state board 
!nally conceded the point.

State law restricts most public 
access to preserves, but Perlstein 
said the area in question is the park 
portion of the property, not the pre-
serve, which primarily is the lime-
stone bluff and cave.

“This area has been greatly 
altered over the years,” she said. “It’s 
had vineyards, it’s been row cropped 
and mined. The prairie on the west-
ern side of the park is planted, it’s not 

a natural prairie.
“We’re really grateful they relented 

and see the signi!cance of commit-
ting to the bike trail.”

The Starr’s Cave Park portion will 
connect the trail to U.S. 61 just north 
of Burlington.

Perlstein said no neighbors would 
allow access and county engineer 
Brian Carter opposed using Upper 
Flint Bottom Road as part of the 
trail system because of its “roller-
coaster” terrain.

“There really was no other option 
to complete the connection,” she 
said.

State allows bikes in Starr’s Cave park
Board’s move completes 
connection for Flint River 
Trail.
By RANDY MILLER
rmiller@thehawkeye.com

The Olympic rings are suspended 
over the stadium Friday during the 
Opening Ceremony at the 2012 
Summer Olympics in London. For 
more on the Olympics, see pages 8A 
and 6B.

Gavin Brookhart, 
6, front left, and 
Sebastian Behney, 
6, front right, lead 
the way during a hike 
Friday at Caterpillar 
Day Camp at Starr’s 
Cave in Burlington. 
The State Advisory 
Board OK’d bicycles 
on the Flint River 
Trail passing through 
Starr’s Cave.
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From left, Collin Bieri, 16, of Letts; obscured Christine Milder, 17, of Columbus Junction; Jessica Breon, 18, of Wapello; Genna Knutson, 17, of Wapello; Mitchell 
Roush, 17, of Columbus Junction; Brandon Bieri, 16, of Letts; Logan Osborn, 16, of Grandview; and Trey Kauffman 18, of Wapello, !nish up their world-record at-
tempt to break the world team bounce house castle record Friday at the Louisa County Fairgrounds in Columbus Junction. The team, made up of eight Louisa County 
high school students, took turns jumping in shifts over the course of 27 hours.

As Logan Jacks stood next to 
his mother, Stefenie, he began hop-
ping on one foot.

After a couple of small hops, 
Logan fell to the ground. But after 
a couple of seconds, he jumped 
right back up.

“I need practice,” he said with a 
huge smile.

Even though Logan is a vibrant, 
free-spirited and fun-loving 
5-year-old child on the outside, 
on the inside, Logan’s heart is far 
from normal.

That’s because Logan was diag-
nosed with complex congenital 
heart defects at a routine well-
baby checkup when he was just 2 
weeks old.

“Some tests were done, and the 
doctors realized he was experi-
encing heart failure,” Stefenie said. 

Logan was sent to University 
of Iowa Children’s Hospital where 
doctors performed a cath proce-

dure to save his life.
Logan has endured three heart 

surgeries since then to correct !ve 
defects that consist of d-transpo-
sition of the great arteries, double 
outlet right ventricle, ventricular 
septal defect, pulmonary stenosis 
and right aortic arch.

 Logan’s story will be part of an 
hourlong documentary on congen-
ital heart defects, which will air 
on Iowa Public Television, a PBS 
af!liate, at 1 p.m. Sunday. 

Also featuring leading congeni-
tal heart specialists, the program 

Local boy appears in documentary on heart defects
Hourlong program 
airs on IPTV at 1 p.m. 
Sunday.
By JERMAINE PIGEE
jpigee@thehawkeye.com

Logan Jacks, 5, plays at 
the swimming pool Friday 
in West Burlington. Logan 
was diagnosed in 2006 
with complex cngenital 
heart disease during a 
routine checkup when he 
was just 2 weeks old. Lo-
gan’s story will be part of 
an hourlong documentary 
airing on Iowa Public Tele-
vision at 1 p.m. Sunday.
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This joint is jumpin’

There is bipartisan consensus 
among Iowa’s federal delegation 
that the across-the-board budget 
cuts expected to happen at the 
end of the year should not go into 
effect. 

The lawmakers, though, have 
different reasons for oppos-
ing the cuts that would impact 
domestic and defense spending 
equally. 

U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa, 
released a report this week in his 
Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee detailing 
the impact of the cuts on domes-
tic spending. U.S. Sen. Charles 
Grassley, R-Iowa, however, said 
he could back a U.S. House mea-
sure that would tilt the cuts to 
domestic funds in order to pro-
tect the nation’s military. 

U.S. Rep. Dave Loebsack, 
D-2nd District, is an equal-
opportunity opponent of the 
cuts, believing them all to be 
arbitrary and unguided. 

“These automatic, arbitrary 
cuts were created as a gimmick 
by politicians kicking the can 
down that road,” Loebsack said 
in a statement. “The effects of 
these unguided cuts will under-
mine our economic recovery, 
result in job losses, hurt our 
national security and harm our 
local communities.”

Harkin’s report, for example, 
shows the funding cuts would 
include a loss of $22 million in 
federal funds in Iowa for just 
three education programs, for 
poorer schools, special educa-
tion and early childhood educa-
tion. Those cuts would result in 
at least 260 jobs lost in Iowa.

“Sequestration does not have 
to happen. We need to put ide-
ology aside. We need to come 
together to produce a balanced 
agreement, one that has both 
spending cuts and revenue 
increases that will reduce the 

Iowa’s 
lawmakers 
oppose 
budget cuts
Triggered spending 
reductions would begin 
Jan. 1.
By CHRISTINIA CRIPPES
ccrippes@thehawkeye.com

See Cuts page 5A

See Trail page 5A

COLUMBUS JUNCTION — 
More than 30 people gathered 
around a castle-shaped bounce 
house at the Louisa County 
Fairgrounds Friday afternoon, 
watching intently as eight local 
teenagers "ung themselves into 
the air.

Those teenagers were jump-
ing in that same bounce house 

27 hours before that and hadn’t 
stopped jumping since. They 
were about to set a Guinness 
world record for “Longest Mara-
thon on a Bounce Castle (Team),” 
and just a couple of non-active 
seconds would have ruined their 
chance at glory.

“I haven’t slept much, but it’s 
been fun bouncing, and it actu-
ally hasn’t tired me out,” said 
Mitchell Roush, 17, of Columbus 
Junction.

Volunteers and spectators 
surrounding the bounce castle 
started counting down from “10” 
just seconds before the Louisa 

County team reached the 27- 
hour mark. The previous world 
record, set in Rossford, Ohio, on 
March 10-11, 2011, was 26 hours, 
so the extra hour will leave little 
room for dispute as to who holds 
the record.

A cheer erupted from the 
crowd as the clock hit 1:45 p.m., 
and the teenagers collapsed in 
exhaustion, wearing goofy grins 
of relief. Roush may not have 
been feeling that tired yet, but 
many of the world record hold-
ers were. They had been jumping 
since 10:45 a.m. Thursday.

“It’s tiring. I’m exhausted 

right now. I have blisters on my 
feet,” said Jessica Breon, 18, of 
Wapello.

The bouncers, who also 
included Collin Bieri, 16, of Letts; 
Genna Knutson, 17, of Wapello; 
Brandon Bieri, 16, of Letts; Trey 
Kauffman, 18, of Wapello; Chris-
tine Milder, 17, of Columbus 
Junction; and Logan Osborn, 16, 
of Grandview, rewarded them-
selves with air-conditioning 
from a nearby camper, which 
acted as their home base Thurs-
day night.

“We wanted this to be a 
countywide effort,” said Dennis 

Fraise, one of the organizers of 
the event. “We recruited jump-
ers from each of the three high 
schools — L&M High School, 
Wapello High School and Colum-
bus High School.”

Though the jumpers ended 
the 27-hour marathon by bounc-
ing together, they spent most of 
the time jumping alone. Each 
teenager was assigned a 20-min-
ute shift, and they continually 
rotated throughout the night. 
That only allowed each jumper 
two hours and 40 minutes 

They’re bouncing off the walls
High school students set 
world record with 27 
hours in bounce house.
By WILLIAM SMITH
wsmith@thehawkeye.com

See Record page 5A

See Jacks page 5A
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