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The Flint River Trail is half-
way done, and local of!cials plan 
on celebrating with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony scheduled for 
10 a.m. Wednesday.

“It feels great to be where we 
are at now. It’s been eight years 
in the making,” said trail plan-
ner Justin Bushong of South-
east Iowa Regional Planning. “It 
would have been easy for this 

project to collapse, but we’ve 
had good support from govern-
ment of!cials. That really kept 
the project alive.”

The newly opened 8.5-mile 
portion of the eventual 20-mile 
trail stretches from the inter-
section of U.S. 61 all the way to 
the Big Hollow Recreation area. 
That portion includes 6.5 miles 
of off-road trail with a limestone 
chip surface and two miles on a 
concrete road.

A previous ribbon-cutting was 
held last year to mark the open-
ing of a 1.5-mile long stretch of 
trail that runs from 113th Street 
north of the Burlington water 

treatment plant to the levee 
behind Case New Holland, and 
along the levee from Mill Dam 
Road.

Bushong said it cost more than 
$1 million to complete the 8.5-mile 
section of the trail, which is con-
sidered phase two and three of the 
project. Phase one of the project, 
which will connect Starr’s Cave 
Park to U.S. 61 just north of Bur-
lington, is in the engineering and 
design phase.

Though the original hope was 
to have the entire 20-mile trail 
!nished by 2016, the project was 
pushed back by more than a year 
due to archaeological artifacts 

discovered in the design phase, 
forcing the trail to take a slightly 
different route. This led to signs 
that explain the historical signi!-
cance of the land the trail covers.

“(The signs) talk a bit about 
life in the Flint River Valley in the 
1800s,” Bushong said.

Other than the opening seg-
ment, the 4 miles of trail in Burl-
ington have yet to be !nished and 
still require additional funding. 
The city faces $175,000 in yet-
unpaid local matches for grants 
to !nance their portion of the trail.

Once completed, the trail 
will connect the Mississippi 
River Trail, downtown Burling-

ton, the Port of Burlington, Riv-
erside Park, Starr’s Cave Park 
and Preserve, Thye Woods 
Habitat Preserve, the historic 
Zion School and Big Hollow 
Recreation Area through the 
Flint River Valley.

Bushong said the timeline 
for completion is dependent on 
when further grant funding can 
be acquired. The entire cost for 
the trail likely will be about $6.45 
million dollars, and more than 60 
percent of the funds have been 
secured by Des Moines County, 
the City of Burlington and vari-
ous state and federal grants.

The ribbon-cutting will be 

at the intersection of Flint Bot-
tom Road and Prairie Grove 
Road, and of!cials with the city, 
county and Des Moines County 
Conservation will be in atten-
dance. Bushong said there will 
be a great need for volunteers to 
maintain and improve the trail, 
and people will be needed to 
plan a run/walk along the trail 
next year.

“We’ll probably build a vol-
unteer-made bridge in the next 
year. We’re always looking for 
people to help,” Bushong said.

To volunteer, call Southeast 
Iowa Regional Planning at (319) 
753-5107.

Flint River Trail halfway complete
A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony is set  
for Wednesday.
By WILLIAM SMITH
wsmith@thehawkeye.com
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Logan Reich and Heidi Brown, crowned the 2013 West Burlington homecoming king and queen, pose for friends and 
family during West Burlington High School’s homecoming assembly Thursday in the school’s gymnasium. The assembly 
featured performances by the West Burlington/Notre Dame cheerleaders, games, an introduction of the volleyball and 
football teams and an auction of an autographed team helmet.

MOUNT UNION —"The Mount 
Union City Council signi!ed  
Wednesday night its desire to use 
a local certi!ed public accoun-
tant for the audit its !nances are 
required to undergo. 

The council selected Ted Wie-
gand of TD&T Financial Group 
in Mount Pleasant to look into 
the city’s !nances. Wiegand pre-
viously has done audits for Des 
Moines County, among others in 
the area. 

Mayor John Marek said on 
Wednesday Wiegand was the 
only accountant the city consid-
ered, as it was not required to do 
a full public bid process due to the 
size of the project. 

While the size may not have 
triggered public bids, it is going 
to be a challenge for the city to 
fund. Marek said on Thursday the 
cost of the audit is estimated to be 
between $3,500 and $5,000. 

The lower end of that amount 
equals about 10 percent of the city’s 

annual budget, which totals about 
$34,000, but Marek has pointed out 
a significant portion of the budget 
is reserved for specific functions, 
and the fiscal year already is four 
months underway, so some dollars 
already have been expended.

A representative of the Iowa 
Auditor’s Of!ce has said the city 
is responsible for the cost of the 
audit. While Marek understands 
that, he said he would begin dis-
cussions with the auditor’s of!ce 
in an attempt to !nd ways the 
community of 107 people can pay 
for the cost of the audit.

“We’re not trying to get out of 
it. We’re trying to afford it,” Marek 
said Thursday. 

He said he also would talk with 
Wiegand about how the city can 
pay him. 

Marek put the blame on the 
previous mayor for the fact the 
city is now “living year to year” on 
a tight budget. 

An audit is triggered in com-
munities of less than 667 residents 
when at least 15 percent of the pop-
ulation signs onto a petition. Marek 
has said that in the community of 
Mount Union, that meant only 10 
signatures were required. The peti-
tioners got 24 signatures.

Mount Union 
audit costs 
estimated
With a city budget of 
about $34,000, mayor 
looking for ways to pay.
By CHRISTINIA CRIPPES 
ccrippes@thehawkeye.com

West Burlington royalty

A forum is scheduled later this 
month to pressure General Elec-
tric to keep its promise to the 
southeast Iowa community. 

The town hall meeting, titled 
“GE: Keep your promise to the 
community,”  will be from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Oct. 23 at Burlington’s 
Memorial Auditorium Banquet 
Room A, 200 N. Front St. 

The event is sponsored by the 
Iowa Citizens for Community 
Improvement Action Fund, Iowa 
Citizen Action Network, Iowa 
Policy Project, Iowa Federation 
of Labor, Center for Worker Jus-
tice of Eastern Iowa, Des Moines/
Henry County Labor Council and 
the Iowa State Council — Com-
munications Workers of America. 

GE planned to close its West 
Burlington plant three years ago, 
until it worked out an agreement 
to cut wages and bene!ts and 
secured tax incentives from local 
and state governments. As a term 
of those agreements, the com-
pany promised to keep nearly 200 
jobs for up to !ve years.

According to the CCI Action 
Fund website, www.cciaction.org, 
the attendees at the forum will 
ask GE to disclose what it did with 
money it received — the group 
puts the amount at $2.4 million 
in public dollars and $8 million in 
cuts to wages and bene!ts —"and 
what the company is doing to keep 
the plant open over the long haul. 

People interested in attending 
also can RSVP at that website. 

“General Electric is the big-
gest industrial corporation in 
the country but pays almost no 
federal income taxes by shifting 
billions in pro!ts overseas,” CCI 
Action Fund member Cherie Mor-
tice of Des Moines said. “It makes 
no sense when GE says they can-
not afford to pay their workers 
a livable wage or to invest long  
term in the state of Iowa.”

Iowa Citizens for Community 
Improvement Action Fund is a 
nonpro!t organization dedicated 
to building social, economic and 
environmental justice through 
community organizing, education 
and advocacy.

Groups look to make 
sure GE keeps promise
The Hawk Eye

SPERRY — Miss Debbie is tak-
ing her story time on the road Sat-
urday and will read to children in 
an idyllic country setting.

The countywide fall event will 
start at 2 p.m. Saturday at Myers 
Tree Farm in Sperry and will 
include everything from story 
telling to a garden tractor ride 
through the outdoors.

Youth services librarian Debbie 
Wagenbach, better known as Miss 
Debbie to the children she reads 
to at the Burlington Public Library, 
said the event is a good opportunity 
to get city kids out in the country.

“It’s like one of the story times 
we would have at the library, but it’s 
out by the potting shed,” she said. 
“There’s a nice little grove of trees 
out there and some bales of hay.”

This is the second year in a row 
the library and Myers Tree Farm 
have teamed up for the event, 

though it’s being held earlier in 
the year this time around.

“It was really cold last year,” 
Wagenbach said.

About 50 to 60 people showed 
up last year in spite of the cold, 
and Wagenbach is hoping for 
even more this year. She plans 
on reading several stories before 
teaching the kids how to make a 
spiderweb and a spider with noth-
ing more than a paper plate.

“It requires no glue or scissors,” 
she said.

Refreshments will be served 
after story time, and then the 
children will get to ride in a barrel 
train pulled by a garden tractor.

The event is free and open to 
the public, though not impervious 
to the rain that may hit the area. 
In case of rain heavier than sprin-
kles, the story time will be moved 
to the library. The status of the 
event will be updated that morn-
ing on the library’s Facebook page.

Library’s Miss Debbie 
set for country reading 
By WILLIAM SMITH
wsmith@thehawkeye.com

A group of Burlington High 
School students has found a fun 
and engaging way to put sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and mathematics skills to use. 

Because Technology Stu-
dent Association students at 
BHS were not pleased with the 
homecoming carnival last year, 
it decided to take matters into 
its own hands by building a skee 
ball machine. 

“We were deciding on what to 
do for the homecoming carnival 
because the games were not fun 
last year, so we thought of this 
idea,” said Jacob Huber, a senior 
TSA student. 

Typically, the homecoming 
carnival includes activities such 
as taping teachers to a wall or 
throwing a pie in their face. Last 
year, there also was a bridge-
building contest. 

TSA students had other ideas 
this year. 

“We feel people will be really 
interested in the skee ball 
game,” Huber said.

The students were busy 
Thursday morning applying 
the !nishing touches to their 
15-foot-long skee ball machine, 
which made its debut Thursday 
evening at the BHS homecom-
ing carnival. The bowling-style 
game will be used at other 

school events during the school 
year, including post-prom.

The skee ball machine has 
a long ramp with a ball jump 
at the end that leads to several 
holes separated by circular 
metal borders. The object of the 
game is to get a ball into those 
holes. 

Each hole is worth from 10 to 
100 points. Each participant is 
given nine balls to throw at the 
target. As of Thursday morning, 
the TSA students were deciding 
whether to use either tennis or 
wif#e balls.

The skee ball machine is 
equipped with a digital score 

keeper, a red light — which sig-
nals when a high score has been 
beaten — and a smoke machine. 

The game also is equipped 
with a change collector. It costs 
50 cents to play a round, with 
the proceeds going to the TSA 
to help fund competition trips. 

“It took us about two weeks 
to build this game,” said Harri-
son White, a senior. “We worked 
on this after school, and lately, 
we have been here until 10 p.m. 
working on it.” 

TSA is a student after-school 
program devoted to students 
interested in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathemat-

ics education.
The students said they used 

what they learned in TSA to 
build the machine.

Huber, who has a woodshop 
at his house, built the frame for 
the skee ball machine by using 
2-inch-by-4-inch studs, scrap 
metal pieces, whiteboard mate-
rial and masonite hardboard.

In addition, White handled 
most of the electric work. 

During the time it took to 
build the machine, White said 
all he thought about was !gur-
ing ways to program the sound 
board and the lights. 

“I’m a computer programmer, 
and this is my career,” White 
said, adding he enjoys working 
with electronics.

White said he donated about 
$600 for the project in addition 
to the electric wires and other 
supples he donated.

“Since this is my senior year, 
I wanted to donate what I had 
to help make something cool,” 
White said. 

TSA adviser Scott Thorne 
hopes the carnival game will 
bring some interest to the club.

“Hopefully, people will see 
this machine and get excited 
about this,” Thorne said. “Hope-
fully, this will help recruit peo-
ple into the club as well.”

Thorne said an activity like 
this can really help get students 
excited about technology.

“To get students excited 
about something and learn 
about technology at the same 
time is a good thing,” he said.

Serious work went into game
BHS students spent 
about two weeks 
building the machine.
By JERMAINE PIGEE
jpigee@thehawkeye.com
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Jacob Huber, 18, a senior and a member of the Technology 
Student Association at Burlington High School, put the !nish-
ing touches Thursday at BHS on a skee ball machine the group 
spent about two weeks building. Students will be able to put 
money in the machine to play the game during the homecoming 
carnival, with proceeds helping to pay for future TSA trips.


